
As a result of a relentless war against predators in the West, tens of thou- 
sands of lambs, calves, and turkeys went to market this year instead of into the 
maws of hungry coyotes end bobcats. 

Reporting on its predator control work da.rirg the past fiscal year, the Fish 
and Wildlife Service today reported to Secretary of the Interior Harold L, I&es 
that 112,451 predatory animals were taken in ?M.eral-cooperative control oper* 
tions in spite of wartime handicaps caused by a shortage of,t,rained hunters, 
automotive equipment, md various ingredients of predator control baits. 

Broken down by species, the total take consisted of 102,979 coyotes, 7,325 
bobcats and lynx, 1,365 wolves, 619 stock-killing bears, and 163 mountain lions, 
it was announced. 

Texas, as the largest state, ranked first with the largest Ilumber of pred- 
ators--19,2X). Oregon was second with 10,318, followed by Wyoming with 10,301; 
Colorado, 10,211; California, 9,160; Idaho, 8,552; Nevada, 8,312; andMontana, 
8,133. By method of taking, trapping netted 61,653 animals, with the humane 
'fcoyote-gettern accounting for 20,212. 

Control operations supervised by the Service from July 1, 1915, through 
June 30, 1945, have resulted in the destruction of 1,8@+,1l& predators, of tiich 
1,672,6& were coyotes, 

To protect crops end range forage from destruction by field rodents, 
11,478,849 acres of rodent-infested lands were treated. To rid+- endbusiness 
places of the common house rat, 596,635 premises were treated. From the Servicefs 
supply depot at Pocatello, Idaho, 465,620 pounds of rodent bait materials were 
processed and issued for use in cooperative projects. 

D.xrirg the year the Service gave direct aid in conducting rat control opera- 
tions on &my and Navy areas to protect food stores and other valuable su@ies. 
This aid gave protection to military personnel from rodent-borne diseases, es- 
pecially typhais fever. 

The importance of the Service's predatory and rodent control work, conducted 
in cooperation with other Federal agencies, states, counties, municipalities, and 
livestock and farm associations, was brought into sharp focus by the increased 
wartirne demand for food. 

The protection of livestock from destruction by predators meant more beef, 
lamb, pork, and poultry for the Armed Forces and civilians; systematic control of 

- crop-destroying field rodents and food-despoiling house rats saved other needed 
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food pro&% fk Huron use, ‘WSthout such control a considerable portion of. the 
X&ion* s food +mrces wor-il,d never have been h&est#d a@ mch of the finished 
product wc%ld ham been W.ned by rate ia foo&~rc&&siqj plants and wax&muses, 
the Servir3e~ s report pointed out, 
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